
AgilityAgility
	 Adaptation	 Adaptation
		  Achievement		  Achievement 2021

Annual 
Report

Our ‘AAA’ YearOur ‘AAA’ Year



Board of Directors
Officers:
President
Janet Eskridge
First Vice President 
Mike Eppel, M.D.
Second Vice President
Kelly Neill
Secretary
Tana Wagener
Treasurer
Dave Barnhouse
	
Directors at Large:
Herita Akamah
Kifah Alshabeeb
Tasha Everman
Jane Hood
James Hoppe
Beverly Jester
John Jorgensen 
Pat Leach
Jessi Miller
V.J. Nelson 
Lance Odom
Daryoush Razavian
Takako Sato
Sarah Safarik
Mark Schilmoeller
Amy Schmaderer
Juanus Smith
Marcia White
David Williams
Diane Wilson
Dylan Wren

2	 Lincoln  Literacy Annual Report 2021	 PB

Along with the rest of 
the world, we had to contend 
with Covid throughout 2021. 
The pandemic prevented 
us from holding in-person 
classes for most of the year. 
Nevertheless, Lincoln Literacy 
showed its agility in adapting 
to circumstances over and 
over again, with give-away laptops, online classes, outdoor 
classes, job-training and job-mentoring. When the Afghan 
crisis broke, we were  ready to help as the first refugees 
arrived. By the end of a tumultuous year, as this report 
documents, we had once again helped over a thousand 
people build their skills and advance their lives. Thanks to 
tutors, board, and staff, it was a year we can all be proud of.                            

— Janet H. Eskridge
                         President of the Board
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Achievements
We kept our tutors and 

students healthy while 
preparing them for new lives. 
For a seventh straight year, 
Lincoln Literacy served more 
than 1,000 unique individuals.

In a year-end survey, 84% 
of students said their skills 
had improved by “a lot” or by 
“a great deal.” Fully 97% were 
satisfied with their experience. 
Better still, 39% of students said 
that LL helped them land a job 
or a promotion. Of those, 72% 
said they were earning a living 
wage ($15/hour or more).
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Welcome Classes
Bracing for the arrival of 

hundreds of Afghan refugees, 
we revved up our van service, 
restarted childcare, and 
secured space for classes 
at churches and other 
organization sites. 

Our longtime partner 
Southeast Community College 
joined us at Grace Lutheran 
Church and First Presbyterian 
Church to offer new arrivals 
10 hours a week of survival 
English classes. As the refugee 
numbers mounted, we added 
afternoon classes, evening 
classes, and Saturday classes.

English for All
English for All, as the name 

suggests, offers immigrants 
and refugees from any country 
a chance to learn English 
together in a warm and caring 
community of learning.

Dual Language 
Classes
   To help those learning 
English online we continued 
to expand our dual-language 
offerings. 

These classes include a staff 
member who assists beginning 
learners to understand their 
English-speaking tutor. In 

2021, we were able to offer 
such classes in English plus 
Arabic, Farsi, French, Karen, 
Kurdish, Russian, Spanish, and 
Vietnamese.  

Adult Skills
We continued to grow 

adult opportunities to build 
essential skills. These ranged 
from reading and writing to 
prepping for a driver’s license, 
gaining computer literacy, 
financial literacy, and GED 
preparation. They embraced 
a range of occupational skills, 
from school-based jobs, to 
manufacturing, to nursing 
assistant, and more.

We helped foreign-trained 
professionals and homegrown 
but underskilled Americans 
alike find their footing on the 
Bridgeway to a Better Life. 

A Year of Adaptation

1,137 
Students

242
Tutors

80
Weekly 
Classes

28 
Partners
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2021 Income

2021 Financials

Other support, 
0%

Other income, 
0%

Student & 
Program 
fees, 1%

2021 Expenses

Occupancy, 5%

Payment to 
Partners, 1%

Professional 
services, 2%

Off. Exp., 1%

Transportation, 
1%

Miscellaneous, 
4%

Insurance, 1%

Fundraising 
expenses, 1%
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2021 Donors & Funders

Thank you
Lincoln Literacy is grateful to every one of our donors and partners. Their 
generosity gives us the means to expand our services and strengthen our 
community at a time of public health challenges and international tumult.   
To see all our site partners, visit www.lincolnliteracy.org/board-partners.

For a full list of our donors, please go to www.lincolnliteracy.org/donors
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Your Support Allows Us to Change Lives!

745 South 9th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.476.7323
info@LincolnLiteracy.org
www.LincolnLiteracy.org

Our mission: to strengthen our community by 
teaching the English language and a variety 
of literacy skills to people of all cultures.

A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit

Proud to be 
affiliated with:


